Rapid detection of B virus (herpesvirus simiae) DNA by polymerase chain reaction.
Rapid diagnosis of B virus (herpesvirus simiae) infection in humans followed by early antiviral treatment is essential for the patient's survival. To improve laboratory diagnosis of B virus infections, a polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based test using synthetic oligonucleotide primers and probe was developed to detect B virus DNA in clinical samples. After the specificity of the PCR was assessed for detection of several B virus isolates, the method was used to investigate human and monkey specimens, and results were compared with those obtained by viral culture. PCR appeared to be more sensitive than conventional virus isolation and thus of practical use for a rapid identification of B virus infection when conventional viral cultures are negative.